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Who Cares Alberta
 In her address at this yearôs annual general 
meeting, ACCDôs president Margot Brunner-
Campbell commented on the difý culties that 
many Albertans are experiencing as a result of 
the provinceôs economic boom. She said, ñLiving 
in a province that is experiencing such incredible 
economic growth will beneý t many citizens, but 
it leaves others incapacitated due to rising costs 
of living, lack of affordable housing, and soaring 
energy bills.ò
 Add to this list the number of people left 
without proper social services due to the labour 
shortage and the crisis becomes clear. Bob Grief, 
President of the Alberta Association of Disability 
Services, commented to the media about the 
ñcrumblingò that is taking place within the 
community-based disability sector. He said, ñWe 
know that this government cares about services 
to persons with disabilities; however, we believe 
they have not recognized how bad the situation 
really is.ò
 Recent events across the province make clear 
how the human resources crisis is affecting the 
provinces most vulnerable citizens. The media 
has covered stories on severely-understaffed 
assisted living centres, foster children being 
housed in hotels while they wait for foster care, 
women and children being turned away from 
emergency shelters, and even a womenôs shelter 
shut down due to the labour shortage. The 
Edmonton Journal reports, ñAlbertaôs non-proý t 
social service and community service agencies 
have made clear, they can no longer ý nd enough 
trained people to do the work the government 
hires them under contract to doò (Sept. 04, 2007).
 So, what can we do?
 In response to the crisis, a number of 
community-based human services organizations 
have coordinated the ñWho Cares, Alberta?ò 

campaign. The goal of the campaign is to raise 
awareness about the human resources crisis in the 
social services and to ask Premier Stelmach for 
his leadership by:
è Providing immediate government investment 

that will allow the sector to provide competitive 
wages and beneý ts that will attract and retain a 
workforce

è Developing and investing in a three-year 
social infrastructure plan to establish Alberta 
as a world leader in quality of life and strong 
healthy and connected communities

 ACCD is hearing ý rsthand about the impact 
the human resources crisis is having on the 
disability community. Every week we receive 
letters and hear stories about the difý culties 
people with disabilities are facing as they try to 
have their personal care and health needs met. 
One member shared that she doesnôt donôt know 
if a care attendant will arrive to help get her out 
of bed in the morning so she can go to work. ñThe 
gravity of the situation on the lives of people with 
disabilities is enormous,ò says Bev Matthiessen, 
executive director of ACCD. ñSomething must be 
done now.ò
 The ñWho Cares, Alberta?ò organizers invite 
individuals and organizations to show their 
support by visiting the campaign website (www.
whocaresalberta.com). On the site, you can:
 Sign up for news about the campaign so you 

can learn more and ý nd out how to get involved
è Send an e-mail to the Premier and your MLA to 

tell them you support this campaign
è Add your stories to the site, on how this crisis 

affects you or someone you know
è Help promote the campaign by forwarding the 

website url to others ñWho Careò
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Call for Nominations
 Once again this year, ACCD encourages you to 
nominate an Alberta citizen for the CCD award. 
With this award, the Council of Canadians with 
Disabilities acknowledges an individual who is 
dedicated to ñthe pursuit of full participation in 
society by people with disabilities.ò

 The deadline for 
nominations is December 
15, 2007. Nomination forms 
are available on the ACCD 
website at www.accd.net or by 
calling 488-9088 or toll free 
1-800-387-2514.

Accessibility Scholarship
 As part of Much More Musicôs commitment 
to encouraging participation by persons 
with disabilities in Canadian broadcasting, 
MuchMoreMusic is proud to offer the 
annual AccessAbility Scholarship. Created 
in partnership with the National Educational 
Association of Disabled Students (NEADS), 
this $5,000 scholarship will be awarded to the 
individual who best demonstrates skill, talent, 
excellence, and enthusiasm in pursuing a future 
in the broadcast industry. The scholarship is for 
tuition and is payable directly to a post-secondary 
educational institution.

Deadline: November 1, 2007
Application form, scholarship criteria and other 
details at www.muchmoremusic.com/scholarship

Champagne Showcase a Terrifi c 
Success!

 On the evening of September 20, ACCD was 
joined by 200 guests at their fundraising eventð
Champagne in the Showroom 2007!

 Our guests enjoyed a spectacular menôs and 
ladies fashion show featuring the designs of 
Emma Scott and the Colony Clothing Company; 
they indulged in sumptuous champagne and tasted 
the culinary delights of caterer Bruce Wells of the 
Silver Arrow Caf®; and they did it all surrounded 
by luxurious ambience of the David Morris Fine 
Cars showroom.
 The funds raised will support ACCDôs 
programs and research. Keep posted for details on 
our 2008 Showcase!

Christmas Wreath Fundraiser 
 Let the holidays begin with a fresh, fragrant 
Wilson Wreath! Once again ACCD is taking part 
in this festive fundraising tradition. You can place 
your order for Xmas wreaths any time and have 
them delivered in time for the holidays. Order 
deadline is November 10, 2007. All Deliveries 
December 4-10, 2007.
 For details, check out the ACCD website 
(www.accd.net) or call Don at the ACCD ofý ce 
(488-9088).


