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_ﬂlst over a year ago, in

April, 2008, the Alberta
Disabilities Forum’s Health
Working Group prepared
and presented a written
response to the proposed
new pharmaceutical strategy
for Alberta. In the paper, Access to
Medications, ADF made these main
recommendations:

* Patient choice needs to be increased

* Delays and coverage refusals need to
be decreased

* Education and counsel regarding
medication coverage options needs to
be improved for persons with
disabilities or chronic illnesses

Now that the new pharmaceutical
strategy has been announced, the
following changes will soon be
implemented. In particular, the Alberta
Pharmaceutical Strategy will

* consolidate five provincial
government drug benefit programs
Into one,

* establish a public committee to
balance the views of the Expert
Committee on Drug Evaluation and
Therapeutics, and

* move to bulk buying to save money.

The new strategy strives to make drug
coverage more accessible, affordable,
efficient, and therapeutically effective.
However, key components are troubling,
and ADF wants to ensure that the strategy
is driven by health need rather than
economics. People with disabilities must

JADF Respends

not lose benefits with the implementation
of a single government drug program, and
there must be a timely and transparent
drug approval process. Patient education
and expanding the drug list to include

all medications deemed necessary for

the health and wellness of persons with
disabilities or chronic illnesses must be at
the forefront of a revised pharmaceutical
Strategy.

ADF has prepared a written examination
of its concerns, Response to the Alberta
Pharmaceutical Strategy, which it will
distribute to MLAs and submit to Ron
Liepert, Minister of Health. In the paper,
ADF supports the government’s decision
to eliminate the deductible for more
low-income seniors, but is opposed to
introducing income testing for other
seniors and increasing the Non-group
Drug Benefit Program premium. ADF is
concerned that instituting income testing
may open the door to more limitations
in the future — not only for seniors, but
for persons with disabilities and other
Albertans.

As well, ADF is concerned that
the expanded drug coverage plan for
Individuals with Rare Diseases is too
restrictive. By limiting it to persons with
rare diseases of a rate of less than 1 in
50,000, the definition excludes almost
all Albertans with chronic illnesses or
disabilities. For example, the number of
people who will be diagnosed with ALS
(Lou Gehrig’s Disease) in Alberta in one
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Did i o'UJKnow?,

Did you know that the Alberta
government’s 2009 budget included a
$108 million increase for Seniors and
Community Supports? This is good news
for the disability community. We will see:

* A $100 per month increase for AISH
recipients. The increased AISH funding
also accommodates an expected growth
in the number of Albertans receiving
AISH.

* A 5.8% budget increase for the Persons
with Developmental Disabilities (PDD)
program to help agencies recruit and
retain staff, to assist more clients, and
to improve support for those with
complex needs.

* $50 million to provide more supportive
living units across the province.
Minister Jablonski said, “We expect
this funding will help build about 450
more units, which will support the
Continuing Care Strategy to allow
more Albertans to age in the right
place.”

Did you know that ADF’s Respite

Care Research and Demonstration project
is still accepting applications from family

caregivers who want to access respite
services?

Family caregivers who are responsible
for providing most of the care for their
family members are invited to apply
for funding to access respite care
services. Information gathered from
your participation will be provided as

policy recommendations for a Provincial

Respite Care Program through Alberta
Health and Wellness. We are excited to
have this opportunity to gather caregiver

input and look forward to receiving your

applications.
If you are interested in participating in

our pilot project, please contact Melita or
Anthony, (780) 488-9088 (in Edmonton)

or toll free at 1-800-387-2514.
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year is estimated to be 1 in 50,000, but
the total number of people in Alberta
with ALS is about 165 (1 in 20,000).
Will the Alberta Pharmaceutical Strategy
cover ALS cases? The answer isn’t clear.
Michelle Kristinson, chair of ADF’s
Health Working Committee, says,
“The ADF Health Working Group will
continue to monitor and give input
into the implementation of the Alberta
Pharmaceutical Strategy. Access to

“Access to medications must
be timely, affordable, and
include medications critical to
the health and well-being of
Albertans with disabilities.”

medications must be timely, affordable,
and include medications critical to the
health and well-being of Albertans with
disabilities.”
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